








TO ACHIEVE GOOD GOVERNANCE AND ADDRESS EXISTING PROBLEMS AND
CHALLENGES, THE FOLLOWING CHANGES ARE NEEDED IN THE AREAS OF POL

LEGISLATION, AND PRACTICE:

Legal recognition of community ownership and use rights related to forests; decentralization of forest
governance/management, considering existing legislation and policies, and transferring forest
management to local communities using appropriate protected area categories (IUCN V, IUCN VI).

All decisions related to changes in forest use should be made through public administrative procedures;
central and local authorities should facilitate the participation of local communities and other
stakeholders; anti-corruption measures, including the reduction of administrative discretion, should be
implemented.

Concession agreements should include obligations for biodiversity conservation, impact mitigation,
environmental restoration, and social responsibilities, with monitoring of the ful llment of these
obligations.

Legislation should mandate the assessment of social and environmental impacts of proposed land/forest
uses at all stages of land-use planning.

Additional screening criteria should be established by law to de ne biodiversity protection requirements
during activity planning. All activities that may impact protected areas (whether planned within or
outside their boundaries), protected species, and/or habitats should be subject to EIA.

Legislation should promote e ective implementation and enforcement of EIAs. It should ensure the
independence of the preparation, review, and evaluation processes of EIAs. The team preparing the EIA
must be independent of the activity implementer and have no economic or other interests connected to
the project. EIA reports should undergo independent review, with the decision-maker excluded from the
evaluation process.

Legislation should clearly de ne the types of activities or land uses that align with the concept of public
interest; speci c criteria and conditions should be established to con rm compliance with public interest.

Post-project monitoring should be conducted regularly, with reports published publicly. Results should
be used to implement timely corrective measures for negative impacts and to inform decisions on similar
activities.

The entire forest territory of Georgia should be categorized, and a Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) should be conducted. The categorization system should adequately consider local traditions of
natural resource use, the rights of all stakeholders, and national goals related to forest management and
environmental protection. Information on categorization (including spatial data) should be publicly
accessible.

SEA should be eectively used to reconcile public and private interests; its ndings and
recommendations should be re ected in approved policy and planning documents.

In line with the "National Forest Concept," legislation should clearly separate the functions of
policymaking, management, commercial/economic activities, and oversight. This separation reduces the
risks of con ict of interest and corruption.

www.sabuko.org

0 ce@sabuko.org




